
Modeling Core Words 

What are core words? 
Core words are the words that make up around 80% of what we say throughout the day. They are mostly 
verbs, pronouns, prepositions and some nouns. “Fringe words” make up the other 20% and they are mostly 
nouns. Fringe words matter, because they carry a lot of meaning but core words are POWERFUL! They are 
so useful because an AAC user (or any speaker!) will be able to use them in lots of different ways and 
contexts all day long. Because they are so important, most of what we model on an AAC device will be core 
words. 

      

How do I find the core words? 

Core words are usually on the home (first) page of your AAC user’s device. Depending on the device they 
can be in different places but they are usually easy to find! Another great reason to model core words!  

How do I model core words? 

As you talk, press the buttons for key words as you go. Select words that are meaningful in the context and 
motivating for the AAC learner. It’s easiest if you decide ahead of time what you’ll model for an activity or 
routine at first. For example, if I’m saying, “I love this chocolate chip cookie!” I might choose to model the 
core word “love,” because it’s a core word and we can use it in a range of different contexts. If my AAC 
learner is a big lover of cookies I might also model “cookie” because I know it will get them interested and 
they would like to be able to say that word too! Remember, you don’t need to model the whole sentence 
and it isn’t important to model correct grammar at this stage. 

Then what do I do? 

Wait! See what your AAC learner does next. If they respond with a gesture, vocalization, facial expression – 
great! If they don’t respond at all that’s OK, and is completely expected. There’s no need to try to have your 
child touch buttons themselves but wait and look and see if they do. And then keep modeling! 
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